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PPS RECORDS FOR 
62 SHELDON STREET 

(Known as 43 Sheldon Street until 1895) 
PLAT 16, LOT 422 

 
DAVIS WILSON HOUSE 

Built ca. 1837  
 
 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
“A 2-1/2 story, clapboarded frame, flank-gable-roof double house, seven bays wide with 
a center entry with a recent neo-Federal surround. Vernacular Federal.” 
  --College Hill National Historic Landmark District nomination, Vol. 2  
  (1987-1988)  
 
The house stands on a 4,028 sq.ft. lot on the north side of Sheldon Street, 3 lots west of  
Brook Street.  The block is bounded by Sheldon Street on the south, Benefit Street on 
the west, Transit Street on the north, and Brook Street on the east.    
 
HISTORY: 
 
This house was built by Davis Wilson, who acquired the property as a vacant lot in 1837 
and subsequently had the house constructed on it as a rental property. Tax records 
confirm that the house was standing by 1854, and it first appears on city maps in 1857.  
Davis Wilson owned this property for 43 years, until 1880, but since he never lived in 
this house (according to city directories), no other records are available to indicate a 
more precise construction date than “ca. 1837.”  Also, since city directories prior to 1892 
do not list houses by street address, it is not known who the house’s original 
occupant(s) were, so the house is named for the person who owned the property at the 
time the house was built.   
 
The previous (if not original) address of this house was 43 Sheldon Street, as seen on 
the 1875 map (the 1857 map does not show street numbers).  In the 1870s and 1880s, 
Sheldon Street had even numbered addresses on its south side, and odd numbers on 
its north side; that pattern was reversed when Sheldon Street was renumbered in 1895, 
at which time the house acquired its present address.    
 
The house was apparently built for two-family use and probably always occupied by at 
least two residents.  The earliest known tenants of 43 Sheldon Street were Thomas 
White, a laborer, in 1886 and 1887; and Thomas Masterson, also a laborer, in 1887.  
Both continued to live here into the 1890s; in 1890 and 1892 the house had five 
residents, all with the same first name (Thomas), and several sharing a last name as 
well (presumably indicating a familial relationship).  Thomas White, laborer, was still 
living here when the address changed to 62 Sheldon in 1895.   
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The practice of absentee owners renting out this house to multiple tenants continued 
through at least the next two owners, William J. Tilley (owner from 1880-1901) and 
William H. and Elizabeth Murphy (1901-1942).  It remains a two-family house today. 
 
DEVELOPMENT CONTEXT:1 
 
While today’s Fox Point neighborhood was part of the original settlement of Providence 
in 1636, and Wickenden and Hope Streets both date to the mid-18th century, Sheldon 
Street did not exist until the early 19th century.  It was named for Christopher Sheldon, 
who owned a large tract of land stretching from Benefit Street to Tockwotten Street, 
between Transit and Wickenden Streets. This land was platted for residential 
development, and Sheldon Street laid out, in 1803 after Christopher Sheldon’s death.  
This was a period of growth for the neighborhood:  beginning about 1790, new harbor 
facilities were constructed along the Providence and Seekonk Rivers between Fox and 
India Points, and new streets including Williams, John, Arnold, Transit, and Sheldon 
were laid out in anticipation of a boom in residential construction.  By the 1850s, most 
neighborhood blocks within walking distance of the waterfront were fully built out, 
including the block containing 62 Sheldon Street.   
   
DESIGNATIONS   
 
62 Sheldon Street is located within the College Hill National Historic Landmark District, 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places.  Although it is listed in the inventory as 
“House, 1830,” deeds and tax records confirm that the house was actually constructed 
sometime between 1837 and 1854.   
 
The house is also located within the College Hill Historic District, designated by the City 
of Providence and subject to design review by the Providence Historic District 
Commission. 
 
RECORDS (All Records were found in Providence City Hall unless otherwise noted). 
 
Maps and Atlases (All in Archives unless otherwise noted) 
 
1798:  “A Map of Owners of Lots in Providence,” compiled by Henry B. Chace in 1912:  
Plate I.  Shows an area of land bounded by Benefit Street, Wickenden Street, Transit 
Street (then called “Road to India Point”) and Hope Street (then called “Ferry Road to 
India Bridge”). Sheldon Street and Brook Street do not yet exist, but 7½ acres of land in 
the eastern half of this large block is owned by “Chris Sheldon,” and a brook is depicted 
in the same general location where Brook Street is now.  No buildings are shown.  
 

                                                      
1 Source:  Providence:  A Citywide Survey of Historic Resources, by Edward F. Sanderson and William 
McKenzie Woodward, published by the R.I. Historical Preservation Commission, 1986. 
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1803: “Plat of the Estate of Christopher Sheldon,” recorded in Deed Book 27 between 
Pages 573 and 574, and copied on plat card 635.  [Note: neither the title nor the date of 
this map is noted on the plat card, or on the original plat map, which is bound within an 
1803 report of the Commissioners of the Court of Probate relative to the disposition of 
the estate of the late Christopher Sheldon amongst his heirs; see Deeds, below.] Shows 
house lots on the north side of Sheldon Street between Benefit and Brook Streets.  Lot 
#13, at the corner of Sheldon and Brook, measures 120 feet on Sheldon Street and has 
the name “Jos. Cook” inside it.  Lot #12, immediately west of Lot #13, also measures 
120 feet on Sheldon and is also assigned to Joseph Cook.  The future site of 62 
Sheldon straddles the line between these two lots. 
 
1857:  “Map of Providence,” by H.F. Walling, Page C4.  Shows the block bounded by 
Sheldon, Benefit, Transit, and Brook Streets.  The house is shown, but street number, 
owner name, and lot size are not indicated.  The entire block is built out. 
 
1875:  “Atlas of the City of Providence,” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Vol. 1 (Ward 3), Plate Q. 
Shows the block bounded by Sheldon, Benefit, Transit, and Brook Streets.  The house 
is shown with the address 43 Sheldon Street, standing on a 4,028 sq.ft. lot owned by D. 
Wilson; an outbuilding stands at the rear of the lot.  The entire block is built out. 
 
1882:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 1. Shows the block 
bounded by Sheldon, Benefit, Transit, and Brook Streets.  The house is shown, but its 
street number, owner name, and lot size are not indicated; an outbuilding stands at the 
rear of the lot.  The entire block is almost entirely built out, save one or two lots; water 
and sewer lines are in place around the entire block. 
 
1895:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by Everts & Richards, Plate 7 (pages 36-37). 
Shows the block bounded by Sheldon, Benefit, Transit, and Brook Streets.  The house 
is shown at 62 Sheldon Street (note address change), standing on a 4,028 sq.ft. lot; the 
owner name is not indicated; the outbuilding is gone.  The entire block is built out; 
streetcar lines are shown on Wickenden and Brook Streets; water lines are in place 
around the entire block (sewer lines are not shown here, but were in place in 1882). 
 
1902:  Assessors Plat Maps, Plat 16 shows the block bounded by Sheldon, Benefit, 
Transit, and Brook Streets.  Lot 422, measuring 4,028 sq.ft., is the second lot west of 
Brook Street (the corner lot at Sheldon and Brook was subdivided in two by 1908, 
making this property the 3rd lot west of Brook Street.  Owner names and building 
footprints are not shown on this map.  
 
1908:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by L.J. Richards Co., Plate 8. Shows the block 
bounded by Sheldon, Benefit, Transit, and Brook Streets.  The house at 62 Sheldon 
Street stands on a 4,028 sq.ft. lot owned by W.H. Murphy et ux. The entire block is built 
out; streetcar lines are shown on Wickenden and Brook Streets; water and sewer lines 
are in place around the entire block. 
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1918:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 18. Shows the block 
bounded by Sheldon, Benefit, Transit, and Brook Streets.  The house at 62 Sheldon 
Street (street number is not shown) stands on a 4,028 sq.ft. lot owned by W.H. Murphy. 
Refers to the Israel Sheldon Heirs Plat (no plat card number).  The entire block is built 
out; streetcar lines are shown on Wickenden and Brook Streets; water and sewer lines 
are in place around the entire block. 
 
1926:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 18. Shows the block 
bounded by Sheldon, Benefit, Transit, and Brook Streets.  The house at 62 Sheldon 
Street stands on a 4,028 sq.ft. lot owned by W. Murphy. Refers to the Israel Sheldon 
Heirs Plat, plat card 635.  The entire block is built out; streetcar lines are shown on 
Wickenden and Brook Streets; water and sewer lines are in place around the entire 
block. 
 
1937:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Plate 18. Shows the block 
bounded by Sheldon, Benefit, Transit, and Brook Streets.  The house at 62 Sheldon 
Street stands on a 4,028 sq.ft. lot owned by W.H. Murphy et.ux. Refers to the Israel 
Sheldon Heirs Plat, plat card 635.  The entire block is built out; a streetcar line is shown 
on Wickenden Street  (water and sewer lines are not shown, but were in place on 
previous maps). 
 
Deeds (Registry of Deeds) 
 
Deed Book 27/Pages 563-574:  On July 4, 1803 (amended July 29, 1803, and recorded 
August 1, 1803), William Richmond, Charles Lippitt, and Joseph Peck, Commissioners 
appointed by the Court of Probate for the Town of Providence, reported on the partition 
of real estate in Providence owned by the late Christopher Sheldon, who had died 
intestate.  The plat map of this partition (which is neither titled nor dated) is bound 
between pages 573 and 574 of the deed book.  The Commissioners divided all of 
Christopher Sheldon’s land holdings into four shares of equal value, which were given 
to various heirs.  Page 568 of this report indicates that Sheldon’s grandson Joseph S. 
Cooke (whose mother Rosanna Cooke, deceased, had been Christopher Sheldon’s 
daughter) received among other parcels, two lots on the north side of Sheldon Street 
west of Brook Street, specifically Lots #12 and #13 as shown on the plat map. 
 
Deed Book 69/Page 209:  On September 29, 1836, Joseph S. Cooke of Providence 
sold to Tillinghast Almy of Providence, for $350, a lot of land with improvements 
thereon, on the north side of Sheldon Street, measuring 60 feet on Sheldon Street and 
68 feet deep, comprising the easterly 40 feet of Lot #12 and the westerly 20 feet of Lot 
#13 on the Plat of the Christopher Sheldon Estate, recorded in Deed Book 27 between 
pages 573 and 574. 
 
Deed Book 7/Page 127:  On June 27, 1837, Tillinghast Almy of Providence sold to 
Davis Wilson of Providence, for $350, a lot of land with improvements thereon, on the 
north side of Sheldon Street, measuring 60 feet on Sheldon Street and 68 feet deep, 
comprising the easterly 40 feet of Lot #12 and the westerly 20 feet of Lot #13 on the 



PPS Records for 62 Sheldon Street  Page 5 
 
 
Plat of the Christopher Sheldon Estate, recorded in Deed Book 27 between pages 573 
and 574.  Being the same conveyed to Tillinghast Almy by deed from Joseph S. Cooke 
dated September 29, 1836, recorded in Deed Book 69/Page 209. 
 
Deed Book 310/Page 52:  On August 20, 1880, Davis Wilson of Providence sold to 
William J. Tilley of Providence, for $300, a lot of land with buildings and improvements 
thereon, on the north side of Sheldon Street, measuring 60 feet on Sheldon Street and 
68 feet deep, comprising the easterly 40 feet of Lot #12 and the westerly 20 feet of Lot 
#13 on the Plat of the Christopher Sheldon Estate, recorded in Deed Book 27 between 
pages 573 and 574.  Being the same conveyed to Davis Wilson by deed from Tillinghast 
Almy dated June 27, 1837, recorded in Deed Book 71/Page 127.  [Note this is the first 
deed to indicate the presence of buildings on the lot.] 
 
Intent to Build Records (Archives) 
 
No records were found. 
 
Tax Records (Archives) 
Tax records are available from 1827 to the present.  Prior to 1854, tax records were 
published in a book listing the property owner alphabetically by name, the total 
assessment for any real and personal property (without specifying where real estate 
was located), and the total tax due.  Beginning in 1854, the city kept ledgers (organized 
by property owner name) indicating the plat and lot number of any real estate and the 
assessed value and taxes therefor. 
 
Tax Ledger A2, Page 384:  As of August 1, 1854 Davis Wilson owned Plat 16, Lot 422, 
measuring 4,028 sq.ft., valued at $1,220 for land and $600 for buildings. 
 
Tax Ledger C7, Page 185: As of April 1, 1873 Davis Wilson owned Plat 16, Lot 422, 
measuring 4,028 sq.ft., valued at $1,208 for land and $1,000 for buildings.  [Note there 
was an outbuilding on the lot at this time: see the 1875 map.] 
 
Directories (Archives) 
 
Providence City Directories began to be published in 1850.  These contain a street 
directory, noting all existing streets, and a residents’ directory organized alphabetically 
by last name.  From 1892-1894 city directories also included a house directory, listing 
residential (and commercial) buildings by street address. 
 
1850  Davis Wilson, business address 96 South Water Street, home 8 Coles 
   Street 
 
1886  Thomas White, laborer, home 43 Sheldon Street (previous address of 62 
   Sheldon) – 1st listing found for this address. 
 
1887  Thomas White, laborer, home 43 Sheldon Street  
  Thomas Masterson, laborer, home 43 Sheldon Street  
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1890  Thomas Masterson, laborer, home 43 Sheldon Street 
  Thomas Masterson, Jr., boarded 43 Sheldon Street 
  Thomas J. Masterson, stone polisher, boarded 43 Sheldon Street 
  Thomas White, laborer, home 43 Sheldon Street 
  Thomas White, watchman 103 Wickenden Street, home 43 Sheldon 
   Street 
 
1892  43 Sheldon Street:   
  Thomas Masterson, laborer 
  Thomas J. Masterson, stone polisher (boarded)  
  Thomas E. Quillan   
  Thomas White, laborer 
  Thomas White, watchman 
 
1894  43 Sheldon Street:  
  Miss Rose Ford 
  Philip Gilroy, machinist 
  Thomas E. Gilroy, jeweler (boarded) 
  Augustus F. Molitor, press man  
  Thomas White, laborer 
 
Providence House Directories were published separately from the city directory, 1895-
1937 (published biannually from 1901).  These directories list all residential buildings by 
street address, indicating the names of all residents and often their occupations as well. 
No distinction is made between owners and tenants. House directories also contain a 
street directory.  This directory is sometimes a year behind the city directory. 
 
1895   62 Sheldon Street (note address changed from 43 Sheldon since 1894): 
  Miss Rose Ford 
  Patrick Kierns, painter 
  Thomas White, laborer  
 
Assessor’s Chain of Title Cards  (Assessor’s Office) 
 
PLAT 16, LOT 422 – SHELDON STREET 
 
William J. Tilley Estate owned the property as of October 1, 1880. 
William H. Murphy and wife Elizabeth Murphy owned the property as of December 2, 
 1901. 
William H. Murphy and wife Elizabeth Murphy owned the property as of May 1941. 
Elizabeth Murphy, widow of William H. Murphy, owned the property as of January 1942. 
Elizabeth Murphy and Maria H. Reilly owned the property as of April 1942. 
William F. Reilly and Maria H. Reilly owned the property as of December 1957. 
Maria H. Reilly, Edward P. Reilly and James H. Reilly owned the property as of  
 December 1960. 
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Edward P. Reilly and James H. Reilly owned the property as of December 1966. 
Ramiro Almeida and wife Idalina Almeida owned the property as of July 27, 1967. 
 (Refers to Deed Book 1143/P643.) 
Frank O. Doyle, Helen H. Doyle, and John Murphy owned the property as of April 2, 
 1969. (Ref DB 1152/74.) 
Florence M. Owen owned the property as of November 17, 1969. (Ref DB 2001/493.) 
Sheldon Shapiro and wife Freda Shapiro owned the property as of December 29,  
 1971. (Ref DB 1164/1170.) 
Annette Dunkelman owned the property as of August 31, 1979. (Ref DB 1215/421.) 
 
Note:  Current owner Douglas Talhelm is not listed on the chain of title cards. 
 
  
 
 
 
Research compiled by Kathryn J. Cavanaugh 
July 2006 
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